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This publication summarizes many laws, policies, regulations, and practices that are important to 

Plymouth Public School students and their parents and guardians. It is not intended to be a 

complete directory of all laws and policies relating to students and parents. Federal and state laws, 

PPS policies, regulations, and practices at the system-wide and school building levels are subject to 

change. 

The Plymouth Public Schools does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, religious creed, national 

origin, sex, gender identity, sexual orientation, homelessness, genetic information, ancestry, status as 

a veteran or U.S. uniformed military service member, disability, or age in admission to, treatment in, 

or employment in its services, programs, and activities, is in compliance with Title VI of the Civil Rights 

Act of 1964 {42 U.S.C. 2000d et seq.), Title IX of the Education Amendments of 1972 {20 U.S.C. 1681 et 

seq.), The Age Discrimination Act of 1975 {20 U.S.C. 6101 et seq.), Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act 

of 1973 {29 U.S.C. 794}, MGL c.76 s.5, MGL c.151b, all regulations promulgated under those laws and 

all other applicable laws. 



















Preschool Screening 

A more detailed screening program is also conducted for three and four-year-old preschool children. 

Parents/Guardians who suspect that their three or four-year-old child has a disability should 

complete the referral form provided in this packet and share with office staff or contact the 

Plymouth Early Childhood Center at (508) 830-4347 in order to initiate the process. 

PLYMOUTH PUBLIC SCHOOLS KINDERGARTEN SCHEDULE 

Opening Day 

The opening day for the kindergarten child is a very important step in his/her life and, therefore, we 
urge parents/guardians to enter the child as soon as the school year starts. Bus transportation is 
provided for all children within appropriate distances unless parents/guardians wish to make other 
arrangements. Hedge Elementary is a walking school and does not have buses. Bus routes and 
time of pick-up are published in local papers and available on the Plymouth Public School website 
prior to the opening of school. Information regarding bus fees will be available at your child's school 
during the spring prior to your child's entrance into kindergarten. For the safety and security of the 
child: a responsible adult must wait with the child at the bus stop at the proper time, and meet the bus 
when the bus returns. Children will be returned to the school if an adult is not there to meet the bus. 
The school provides identification tags for all students. Parents/guardians are urged to see that their 
child wears his/her identification tag each day until notified by the school to discontinue wearing 
identification tags. 

School Hours 

School doors open at 8:50 AM and close promptly at 9:05 AM. We encourage students to arrive at 8:50 

AM in order to have sufficient time to be settled into the classroom before the school day begins at 9:05 

AM. Any child arriving after 9:05 AM is considered tardy. The school day ends at 3:20 PM, except on 

scheduled half days when school is over at 1:05 PM. On the first day of school, each student receives 

a district calendar. Please refer to this calendar for changes to the daily schedule. Half-days are 

highlighted in yellow. 

Attendance 

Regular attendance and punctuality are basic principles in the development of the child's progress. 

Therefore, parents/guardians are urged to send children to school regularly unless the child is ill. A 

written excuse for absences will enable the school to keep health records up-to-date so as to meet 

the child's individual needs. A telephone call to the school when a child is absent is requested. 

Dismissals should be for emergency reasons only. In case of extended illness of over three days, 

parents/guardians are requested to call the school to inform them of the nature of the illness. For 

safety reasons, a written note must be received if a child is to be released to anyone other than a 

parent/guardian. The individual who picks up the child should possess picture identification. 
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PLYMOUTH PUBLIC SCHOOLS KINDERGARTEN CURRICULUM 

Curriculum Framework 

Kindergarten prepares the child to cope with the beginning phases of his/her elementary education 

and introduces him/her to foundation learning in language arts and mathematics, as well as social 

studies, science, music, art, and citizenship. Every activity of a good kindergarten program has a serious 

purpose, which relates to your child's growth and development. Through the kindergarten program, 

many health and safety habits are developed, social skills emerge, and there is growth in multiple 

areas. Children learn how to live and play safely, both in school and at home. Under the guidance of 

the kindergarten, teacher children become accustomed to working alone and to feel the thrill of 

individual achievement. The ability to achieve independence is a valuable asset throughout their lives. 

The Plymouth Public Schools follows the Common Core Curriculum Framework of the 

Massachusetts Department of Elementary and Secondary Education. Additional information on the 

frameworks may be obtained through your child's principal, the Massachusetts Department of 

Elementary and Secondary Education website www.doe.mass.edu/frameworks/current or the 

Plymouth Public School website under Curriculum & Programs at www.plymouth.k12.ma.us. 

Mathematics Program 

Dr. Kelly Bitinas, Coordinator (508) 830-4476

The Plymouth Public School Kindergarten Mathematics Program is based on the 

Massachusetts Curriculum Framework for Mathematics aligned to the Common Core State 

Standards. Kindergarten teachers use the Fourth Edition of the Everyday Mathematics Program 

created by the University of Chicago School Mathematics Project. This Program is based on research 

and experience that shows that young children are capable of far more mathematics learning in 

Kindergarten than was previously believed if the content is presented and explored in age

appropriate ways. Over the course of the year, your child will do many hands-on activities related to a 

range of mathematical topics, including counting, numeration, measurement, geometry, patterns, 

sorting, data collecting, and calculator use. Classroom routines such as keeping track of the days 

of school, helping with attendance, and observing and graphing weather and temperature give 

children real-life opportunities to develop and refine mathematics skills and become "math 

thinkers." 

Our goal is to provide playful mathematics activities while providing a mathematics curriculum, which 

is meaningful and productive and designed to help children build a solid understanding of 

mathematical skills and concepts. We encourage parents and guardians to collaborate with teachers to 

reinforce math skills and problem-solving. This can be done by playing math games with their 

children and finding opportunities to ask mathematical questions, such as "How many?"; "How 

much?"; "Which is greater or lesser?"; "What shape is this?"; "What time is it?"; "What day is it 

today?"; "What is the temperature or weather today?; or "How much does this cost?" Together, we 

can help our children learn, value, and enjoy mathematics. 
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Plymouth kindergarten teachers utilize a workshop model that includes time for whole group 

instruction, small group instruction, and independent practice. The district has designed reading and 

writing unit calendars that outline teaching points. Teachers use a variety of materials to teach these 

units, including the Units of Study for Primary Writing, and Phonics developed by the Teachers College 

Reading and Writing Project, as well as Talking Drawing, Writing, and the Primary Comprehension 

Toolkit. Based on formal and informal student assessment, daily instruction is differentiated to 

meet the needs of all students. 

Science Program 

Mrs. Alison Riordan, Coordinator (508) 830-4477 

The Kindergarten science program is aligned to the Massachusetts Science and Technology/ 

Engineering Curriculum Framework, adopted in April 2016. As part of the Plymouth program, students 

build on early experiences observing the world around them but move towards making more 

quantitative types of observations through investigations of Earth and space, life, and physical 

sciences, as well as technology/engineering. Students then translate these observations into 

evidence to support claims through the use of their growing language skills. 

More specifically, in kindergarten students will use science to begin identifying reasons for changes 

in some common phenomena. For example, students will develop an appreciation for what plants 

and animals need to grow and thrive and the fundamental difference between the two. They will 

also consider examples of plants and animals that can change their environment through their 

interactions with it. Kindergarten students will enhance their knowledge of temperature, its 

relationship to the weather, and its effect on different kinds of materials. They will apply this 

knowledge in order to develop a structure to reduce the warming effects of sunlight. Investigations 

into the motion of objects will also take place as students change the strength and direction of pushes 

and pull. 

PLYMOUTH PUBLIC SCHOOLS PROGRESS REPORTING 

Report Cards 

The Kindergarten Report Card is designed as a tool to communicate with parents and students. 

The Kindergarten Report Card reports the student's academic performance, effort, and social 

development based on Plymouth grade level standards and expectations. Standards-based report 

cards provide clear communication about how a student is performing against grade level 

standards. Plymouth has developed grade level standards aligned with content areas from the 

Massachusetts Curriculum Frameworks. The January Kindergarten Report Card reflects the progress 

a student has made towards January expectations. The June Kindergarten Report Card reflects the 

progress a student has made towards the end of the year standards in Language Arts, 

Mathematics, Science and Technology/Engineering, and Social Studies. Social and emotional 

development and work habits are also included. 
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MOTOR SKILLS DEVELOPMENT: 

• Visit a playground in Plymouth to explore using the various equipment.

• Practice ball skills.

• Engage your child in water activities such as swimming.

• Encourage free play outdoors.

• Go for a family walk or bicycle ride.

• Help your child to learn to dress themselves.

• Have your child use scissors. (Five-inch blunt-tipped is best.)

• Have your child color and draw in preparation for writing.

• Have your child draw or write in sand or salt on a tray or at the beach.

• Encourage your child to play with blocks and puzzles.

DIALOGIC READING 

Dia logic Reading is one of the most powerful tools you can use to help your child get ready to learn 

to read. In easy terms, it is actively encouraging a dialogue about what you are reading with your child. 

This works best with picture books, but you can use these techniques even without a book. 

How Do I Do It? 

• Ask open-ended questions about the pictures, like "What is happening in this picture?" If your child

doesn't know what to say about a picture, provide something and have your child repeat it. As your

child gets used to open-ended questions, ask your child to say more.

• Expand what your child says. Keep the expansions short and simple. If your child says, "The bunny is

wearing a coat," respond, "Yes. The bunny is wearing a blue coat, isn't he? Can you say that?" Have

your child repeat your expansions. As your child gets used to open-ended questions, ask him or her

to say more.

• If you have time, read a book twice. The first time, just read the book as you normally would. The

second time, ask questions while you are reading and let your child direct you through the book.

Remember to praise and encourage your child as you explore the book together.

• The most important thing to remember when reading with your child is to make it a positive

experience. If your child is in a bad mood, put the book away for another time. If your child thinks of

reading as fun or comforting thing to do, he or she will be a better reader.
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PLYMOUTH PUBLIC SCHOOLS NON-DISCRIMINATION NOTICE 

The Plymouth Public Schools does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, religious creed, 
national origin, sex, gender identity, sexual orientation, homelessness, genetic information, 
ancestry, status as a veteran or U.S. uniformed military service member, disability, or age in 
admission to, treatment in, or employment in its services, programs, and activities, is in compliance 
with Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 (42 U.S.C. 2000d et seq.), Title IX of the Education 
Amendments of 1972 (20 U.S.C. 1681 et seq.), The Age Discrimination Act of 1975 (20 U.S.C. 6101 et 
seq.), Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973 (29 U.S.C. 794), MGL c. 76 s.5, MGL c.151b, all 
regulations promulgated under those laws and all other applicable laws. 

If the person identified below has been designated to address inquiries regarding PLYMOUTH 

PUBLIC SCHOOLS nondiscrimination policies: 

Mr. Erik W. Cioffi 

Assistant Superintendent, Human Resources 

and/or 

Dr. Christopher S. Campbell 

Superintendent of Schools 

Administration Building 

11 Lincoln Street, Plymouth, MA 02360 

508-830-4300, (FAX 508-746-1873}

Inquiries concerning the application of PLYMOUTH PUBLIC SCHOOLS nondiscrimination policies 

may be referred to the U.S. Department of Education, Office for Civil Rights, 99 Arch Street, Ninth 

Floor, Boston, MA 02110, and Telephone: 617-289-0111. 
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